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For years, utility consumers have been unknowingly funding corporate lobbying groups like the Edison Electric
Institute and the American Gas Association.

Now, the Maryland Office of the People’s Counsel wants it to stop.

“Under current accounting rules, customers may unknowingly and
unjustifiably pay for utility trade association political efforts,” said Maryland
People’s Counsel David S. Lapp. “In the past, trade associations have funded
efforts to deny climate change and thwart policies to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, and customers have paid for those efforts. That has to stop.”

Maryland customers pay millions for utility trade group dues, but how trade
groups use that money is hidden from scrutiny because of federal accounting
rules. 

These corporate lobbying groups routinely engage in political activities such
as media efforts and advocacy training. 

These efforts are excluded from customer rates only if the trade association
reports them as a lobbying expense, but many such activities don’t qualify as
lobbying, Lapp said.

Lapp called on the Federal Energy Regulation Commission (FERC) to
change its rules so that utilities can no longer automatically charge customers for their trade association dues.

The changes to FERC’s accounting rules would make trade association dues unrecoverable unless the utility
shows they benefit customers.

“We don’t know what political efforts customers may be funding now through utility trade association dues,”
Lapp said. “Customers should not pay dues for political advocacy or other activities that don’t support their
utility service.”

In March, the Center for Biological Diversity petitioned the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission today to
prevent electric utilities from forcing customers to finance anti-environment trade groups.

“It’s time to stop forcing people to support anti-environment trade groups that stand in the way of the urgently
needed transition to clean energy,” said Howard Crystal, legal director of the Center’s Energy Justice program. 
“Often those groups are working directly against the customers’ own interests, as well as the future wellbeing of
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their children. Millions of dollars are funneled from ratepayers to organizations that pose tremendous threats to
the climate and clean energy development. People have a fundamental First Amendment right not to be forced to
bankroll groups engaged in political activities they oppose.”

       

Gibson Dunn Partner Kendall Day on the Ebb and Flow of Corporate Crime Prosecutions

Print Weekly Newsletter

About/Subscribe
Corporate Crime Reporter Morning Minute
Interviews 1987 to 2021

Recent Posts

Maryland Office of People’s Counsel Wants to Put an End to Utilities Charging Customers for
Corporate Trade Group Dues
Gibson Dunn Partner Kendall Day on the Ebb and Flow of Corporate Crime Prosecutions
Fifth Circuit Keeps Boeing Crash Documents Under Wraps
Fifteen Percent of $500 Million from Boeing Criminal Settlement Disbursed After Two Months
Bill Friedheim on Shifting NYC Retirees to Medicare Advantage
Mike Koehler on Eliminating FCPA Deferred and Non Prosecution Agreements and Slowing the
Revolving Door
Nader’s Congress Club Calls on Sanders to Introduce Single Payer Medicare for All Bill
Manslaughter for You and Me But Not for Boeing or Boeing Executives
Fred Stokes on the Beef Checkoff, Country of Origin Labeling and Busting up the Big Four
William Laufer on the Corporate Compliance Game

Categories
News
Reports and Speeches
Sample Interviews
Uncategorized

 Search

 Search

Recent Posts

Maryland Office of People’s Counsel Wants to Put an End to Utilities Charging Customers for
Corporate Trade Group Dues
Gibson Dunn Partner Kendall Day on the Ebb and Flow of Corporate Crime Prosecutions
Fifth Circuit Keeps Boeing Crash Documents Under Wraps
Fifteen Percent of $500 Million from Boeing Criminal Settlement Disbursed After Two Months
Bill Friedheim on Shifting NYC Retirees to Medicare Advantage
Mike Koehler on Eliminating FCPA Deferred and Non Prosecution Agreements and Slowing the
Revolving Door

Tweet

Like 0  
      

https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/gibson-dunn-partner-kendall-day-on-the-ebb-and-flow-of-corporate-crime-prosecutions/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/subscribe/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/corporate-crime-morning-minute-podcast/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/corporate-crime-reporter-interviews-1987-to-2013/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/maryland-office-of-peoples-counsel-wants-to-put-an-end-to-utilities-charging-customers-for-corporate-trade-group-dues/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/gibson-dunn-partner-kendall-day-on-the-ebb-and-flow-of-corporate-crime-prosecutions/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/fifth-circuit-keeps-boeing-crash-documents-under-wraps/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/fifteen-percent-of-500-million-from-boeing-criminal-settlement-dispersed-after-two-months/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/bill-friedheim-on-shifting-nyc-retirees-to-medicare-advantage/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/mike-koehler-on-eliminating-fcpa-deferred-and-non-prosecution-agreements-and-slowing-the-revolving-door/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/naders-congress-club-calls-on-sanders-to-introduce-single-payer-medicare-for-all-bill/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/manslaughter-for-you-and-me-but-not-for-boeing-or-boeing-executives/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/fred-stokes-on-the-beef-checkoff-country-of-origin-labeling-and-busting-up-the-big-four/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/william-laufer-on-the-corporate-compliance-game/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/category/news/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/category/reports/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/category/sampleinterviews/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/category/uncategorized/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/maryland-office-of-peoples-counsel-wants-to-put-an-end-to-utilities-charging-customers-for-corporate-trade-group-dues/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/gibson-dunn-partner-kendall-day-on-the-ebb-and-flow-of-corporate-crime-prosecutions/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/fifth-circuit-keeps-boeing-crash-documents-under-wraps/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/fifteen-percent-of-500-million-from-boeing-criminal-settlement-dispersed-after-two-months/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/bill-friedheim-on-shifting-nyc-retirees-to-medicare-advantage/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/mike-koehler-on-eliminating-fcpa-deferred-and-non-prosecution-agreements-and-slowing-the-revolving-door/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.corporatecrimereporter.com%2F&partner=tfwp&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Ebuttonembed%7Ctwterm%5Eshare%7Ctwgr%5E&text=Maryland%20Office%20of%20People%E2%80%99s%20Counsel%20Wants%20to%20Put%20an%20End%20to%20Utilities%20Charging%20Customers%20for%20Corporate%20Trade%20Group%20Dues&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.corporatecrimereporter.com%2Fnews%2F200%2Fmaryland-office-of-peoples-counsel-wants-to-put-an-end-to-utilities-charging-customers-for-corporate-trade-group-dues%2F&via=corpcrimereport


9/3/2021 Maryland Office of People’s Counsel Wants to Put an End to Utilities Charging Customers for Corporate Trade Group Dues

https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/maryland-office-of-peoples-counsel-wants-to-put-an-end-to-utilities-charging-customers-for-corpora… 3/3

Nader’s Congress Club Calls on Sanders to Introduce Single Payer Medicare for All Bill
Manslaughter for You and Me But Not for Boeing or Boeing Executives

About/Subcribe

About/Subscribe
Corporate Crime Reporter Morning Minute
Interviews 1987 to 2021

Copyright © Corporate Crime Reporter
 In Print 48 Weeks A Year

Built on Notes Blog Core
 Powered by WordPress

↑ That's it - back to the top of page! ↑

https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/naders-congress-club-calls-on-sanders-to-introduce-single-payer-medicare-for-all-bill/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/news/200/manslaughter-for-you-and-me-but-not-for-boeing-or-boeing-executives/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/subscribe/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/corporate-crime-morning-minute-podcast/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/corporate-crime-reporter-interviews-1987-to-2013/
https://www.corporatecrimereporter.com/
http://notesblog.com/
http://notesblog.com/core/
http://wordpress.org/

